
7171SECTION 5: Medicare Supplement Insurance (Medigap) policies

What else should I know about Medicare Supplement Insurance 
(Medigap)? 

Important facts 
• You must have Part A and Part B. 
• You pay the private insurance company a monthly premium for your 

Medigap policy in addition to your monthly Part B premium that you pay 
to Medicare. Also, if you join a Medigap policy and a Medicare drug plan 
offered by the same company, you may need to make 2 separate premium 
payments for your coverage. Contact the company to find out how to pay 
your premiums. 

• A Medigap policy only covers one person. Spouses must buy separate 
policies. 

• You can’t have prescription drug coverage in both your Medigap policy 
and a Medicare drug plan. See page 81. The same insurance company may 
offer Medigap policies and Medicare Prescription Drug Plans.

• It’s important to compare Medigap policies since the costs can vary 
between insurance companies for exactly the same coverage, and may go 
up as you get older. Some states limit Medigap premium costs. 

• In some states, you may be able to buy another type of Medigap policy 
called Medicare SELECT. If you buy a Medicare SELECT policy, you have 
rights to change your mind within 12 months and switch to a standard 
Medigap policy.

When to buy 
• The best time to buy a Medigap policy is during your Medigap Open 

Enrollment Period. This 6-month period begins on the first day of the 
month in which you’re 65 or older and enrolled in Part B. (Some states 
have additional Open Enrollment Periods.) After this enrollment period, 
you may not be able to buy a Medigap policy. If you’re able to buy one, it 
may cost more. 

• If you delay enrolling in Part B because you have group health coverage 
based on your (or your spouse’s) current employment, your Medigap Open 
Enrollment Period won’t start until you sign up for Part B. 

• Federal law generally doesn’t require insurance companies to sell Medigap 
policies to people under 65. If you’re under 65, you might not be able to 
buy the Medigap policy you want, or any Medigap policy, until you turn 
65. However, some states require Medigap insurance companies to sell 
Medigap policies to people under 65. If you’re able to buy one, it may  
cost more.


